IJGA Student Wins IMG Academy Junior World Championships Qualifier 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Bluffton, SC – International Junior Golf Academy (IJGA) student Kotaro Murata won first place in the boys 15-18 division with a total score of 144 at the IMG Junior Golf World Championships Qualifier in Orlando, Florida this past weekend, May 12-13.

Kotaro Murata, along with other winners from 30 states, will participate in the IMG Academy Junior World Championship starting July 7 in San Diego, Calif. Over the course of several days, golfers will get the chance to participate in putting championships and meet other junior golfers from all over the world.

The San Diego Junior Golf Association began hosting the Junior World Golf Championships in 1968 with the goal to bring together junior golfers from all over the world. The first year 475 junior golfers participated in the championships representing 7 countries and 20 states. Now the tournament has grown to 1200 participants, representing 56 countries and 42 states. The IMG Academy Junior World Championships is the largest international junior golf event in the world and is a unique representation of cultural diversity. 

About IJGA: The International Junior Golf Academy (IJGA) was founded in 1995 on Hilton Head Island, SC as a home for elite juniors from around the world looking to earn college golf scholarships in the United States. Since 1995, IJGA has achieved nearly 100% college placement and graduates have earned over $51 million in college golf scholarships. IJGA continues to develop the character and skill of junior golfers, while helping them achieve their goals.  
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